TOA Remarks – 7-11-09

General Cuculo, CSM Andrews, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Thompson, COL Watt, COL Luba, CMDR Merwin, Mr. Varenas, commanders, staffs, friends and family members of the Hurricanes:

It is an honor to represent the Hurricanes at the TOA today.

My themes today are families and farewells.

Supporting the Rock of the Marne brings back a lot of memories from the first time I supported the 3rd ID back in Wurzburg, Germany nearly three decades ago.  It is a small Army.

A great officer, General Goodpaster, was the superintendent when I was a cadet also approximately three decades ago.  When one young cadet asked the general what the single most important factor was in commanding soldiers in combat, General Goodpaster said without hesitation, “love your troops.”  It is fair to say that few of us in the audience understood what he meant.

The Hurricanes have lived according to three principles while serving here in Iraq.

First, the Perrin principle, be tactically and technically proficient – be ready in mind, body, and spirit.  The Perrin principle ensures that you are a professional and that people can trust you, but the Hurricanes have not stopped there.

The second principle is the Stafford principle, be value added.  Don’t just do what you are told.  Do what you can do.  That means that you need to understand yourself and really look at issues and organizations and people.  That generates real, heartfelt concern.
The final principle is the Petersen principle, have fun – create an environment where personnel feel free to take risks and make mistakes.  

When you add laughter to concern and trust, you get love – the kind of love that General Goodpaster was talking about, the kind of love that motivated Schofield’s definition of discipline.

Love and kindness are unique in this world in that the more you give, the more you have to give, and the members of MND-N have responded in kind.

What a wonderful synergy we have had with our MND-N family.  

I cannot possibly mention everyone, but I must mention some.

First, let’s give a round of applause for the Freedom Brass!  You are making this a special day.  In particular, I would like to recognize SGT Bowman who transcribed the Hurricane March to work as a brass piece.

DCMA/Team LOGCAP – Bobbie Luba, Stormin Gorman, Prince – you made COB Speicher and all of MND-N a better place.  Thank you for your service.  Thank you for your sincere friendship.

KBR – Casey, Darlene, Arnie, Chuck & Buck, and Lori – you are the unsung heroes here in Iraq.  No company on earth could provide the level of support you do at such a low cost and with such consistent quality and support.  When I think about heroes, I think about those willing to lay down their lives for another – I think about Trent when he willingly put his life on the line to stop a gunman here on COB Speicher – Trent gave the last full measure, and his dad and uncle are right back here at COB Speicher in harm’s way honoring Trent through service to our men and women in uniform.  
The CSH – COL Harp and all the staff at the CSH demonstrate their skills, their devotion, and a deep and genuine concern for their fellow man on and off the COB on a daily basis – you have been absolutely fabulous to work with – you truly are America’s CSH.

The Airforce Police – Hop & Boss, and all the airmen who protect and serve day in and day out with the utmost professionalism – when the time came to accompany me into close quarters to negotiate the surrender of the shooter over a ten hour grueling period, you did not hesitate, you did not waiver – you responded with resolve and utter devotion – in the end, those qualities prevent the additional loss of life and brought the episode to a peaceful resolution – I am deeply honored to have been your commander.

To Scooter and all my kids at the JMOC – you are the professionals that work diligently each and every day, some days servicing more than twenty flights.  That is incredible, and you make it appear easy.  

To Leo and Tim and all of the AAFES personnel – where we serve, there you are, but our gang on Speicher goes beyond that by sponsoring events, by extending hours, by running satellite locations.  You bring a bit of home here to the war zone.  You make life bearable here for all of us.

To Sameh and to Vick and to all of our cultural advisors, you have helped translate our intentions into the words and actions that have resonated with the Iraqi people.  More than technical advisors, I hold you both to be dear friends.  I look forward to the day in the future when I can work with you both again.

To Peter, to David, to Brett, to Mike, and to all of our brothers and sisters in the State Department and the PRT.  Your mission here in Iraq is what will in large measure determine what our strategic relationship will be with Iraq through the next generation.  There can be no more noble work than what you do.  You accepted the Hurricanes as a part of your family.  What a blessing to have seen so many of my PRT students out here in the field doing great things on the frontiers of freedom and the toe-holds of democracy.  Thank you for your friendship and for your service.
To Tim Burr and the Red Team.  You have been huge supporters of the Hurricanes.  Thank you for all that you have done and that you do!
To our sister brigades, thank you for the tremendous working relationship that has without exception been based on mutual respect and cooperation.  You have made the Hurricanes’ jobs easy.

To Chewey, Trey, Jelly, and Christine, and all of the members of the ITAM-AF.  You are making history by aiding the Iraqi Air Force in once again occupying Al Sahra Airbase.  I will treasure our time together.  

When serving in Germany and Korea during the Cold War, I had the opportunity to talk with veterans from the greatest generation who were returning to their old service locations.  They also said two things: I remember and I always knew.

The ITAM-AF sees the art of the possible and daily works with our Iraqi brothers to take the possible and make it a reality.

To the contractors representing 37 different nationalities who serve here to make life better for all of us.

Finally to the Legion and to the Phoenix STBs and to the Tropic Lightning and Rock of the Marne divisions.  Nora and Tom James, you have been a pleasure to work with.

General Cuculo, sir, it has been an honor to serve under you, and my only regret is that the Hurricanes were not able to serve with you longer.

The benefits of being a family and truly caring about the welfare and mission accomplishment of each other has clear benefits – the benefits that we have experienced here on COB Speicher each and every day for nearly a year.  But, being a family has a significant cost as well.
It makes saying good-bye all the harder.  For the leeward side of a year, we have cried, laughed, bled, and worked together.

And, now that chapter in our lives is over …

To all our COB Speicher family, the Hurricanes bid a fond farewell.  

The 166th RSG will serve with honor and build on the solid foundation forged by the Hurricanes.

All authority comes from God, and the history of the Hurricanes is replete with grace – the most recent example is that if we had not been delayed for two weeks, we would have been going through the SRP process during the middle of the shooting at Fort Hood.  We are thankful for the mercy and grace and bounty that has been given to us, and I pray that we have given back in like measure to the personnel of COB Speicher.

The world is a small place, and we’ll see many of you again.

Until then, suchran zuziel – massalahma, assante sahna – taunana, via con Dios, thank you from the bottom of my heart – farewell!

Sir, Hurricanes breaking contact, Hurricane-6 – OUT!

